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Abstract

Sixty (60) X44N SASSO birds were randomly distributed to different 
treatments with an average initial weight of 432.75 grams. They were fed with 
MBRLC homemade concentrate (Treatment 1), homemade concentrate plus 5% A. 
pintoi supplement (Treatment 2) and homemade concentrate plus 10 % A. pintoi 
(Treatment 3). Results indicated that birds gained weight at twenty-seven (27) days of 
feeding with an average daily gain of 22.22g, 23.1 lg and 23.81g for Treatments 1, 2 
and 3 respectively. Those birds given with 10% A. pintoi appeared to perform better 
compared to other treatments yet not statistically significant.
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Introduction

Davao Oriental is known for its large coconut plantations where most of its 
people is dependent. Coconut can be harvested at two (2) to three (3) months interval. 
Due to the fluctuating price of copra, farmers must find an alternative source of income 
to make farming sustainable for their family. The raising of SASSO chicken could be 
one alternative. SASSO chicken had adopted to Philippine condition and can be raised 
by farmers under coconut trees. A. pintoi could be grown well under heavy shade and 
dense palm plantations (NSA Agriculture, 1995) and has the potential to be utilized 
as animal feed having 2.5 to 3% nitrogen   content. Hence, this study .to evaluate the 
performance of SASSO (X44N Naked Neck) chicken fed with homemade concentrate 
supplemented with A. pintoi cv Amarillo in terms of weight gain, average daily gain, 
trend in weekly weight, cost of feeds to gain kilo in weight, and return on investment.
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Methodology

Sixty (60) twenty-one (21) days old Naked-neck chickens were   randomly 
distributed into three (3) treatments with four (4) replications and five (5) birds per 
replicate. A simple Completely Randomized Design (CRD) and Analysis of Variance 
(ANOVA) were used .in the study. Birds were housed in a shed type backyard housing 
provided with Ift2 floor area Treatment 1 was fed purely on MBRLC homemade 
concentrate (Appendix Table 1), treatments 2 and 3 were supplemented with 5 % 
and 10% fresh A. pintoi respectively. A. pintoi was hand-harvested and was fed pre-
wilted to birds in the morning. Poultry management practices were observed during 
the duration of the study.

Results and Discussion

Table 1 shows that birds with10% A. pintoi supplementation tend to perform better 
compared to the other treatments. In it is interesting to note that as the A. pintoi 
supplementation increases, the birds performed better.

End weight, ADG and weight gain of birds are observed to be higher when 
supplemented with 10% A. pintoi. Though feed intake of birds with or without 
supplementation do not differ, feed to gain ratio was observed to decrease to some 
extent. It is further observed that it is more costly to feed birds with homemade 
concentrate alone than birds with A. pintoi supplementation. Consequently, higher 
return on investment (ROI) can be achieved.
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Conclusions and Recommendations

End weight, ADG and weight gain of birds are observed to 
be higher when supplemented with 10% A. pintoi. It was noted that 
higher weight gain and ADG can be achieved when the level of A. 
pintoi supplementation. However, feed intake of birds with or without 
supplementation, feed to gain ratio had decreased to some extent. It is 
further observed that it is more costly to feed birds with homemade 
concentrate alone than bird with A. pintoi supplementation. Likewise, 
it is also noted that higher return on investment (ROI) can be achieved 
with A. pintoi supplementation. 

A. pintoi is then recommended to be planted under plantation 
crops and utilized as animal feed (grazing, cut and carry or milled). 
It could also serve as weed control (Laquihon, et al, 2000) while it 
improves soil texture, preserves soil moisture and prevent soil erosion 
(Portillo, 2000). 

It is also suggested that further evaluation on utilization of A. 
pintoi as animal feed (forage or leaf meal) and higher levels of A. pintoi 
supplementation be made on other animals.
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